
November 23, 2021 

Governor Kathy Hochul 

Executive Chamber 

State Capitol 

Albany, NY 12224 

Re:  Veto Assembly Bill A2591A promoting “Low Embodied Carbon Concrete” 

Dear Governor Hochul, 

The cement industry has a climate change problem but supporting “low embodied carbon 

concrete” is not going to solve it. Cement plants emit 7% of the world’s carbon dioxide 

emissions and rather than taking steps to reduce those emissions, the cement industry is 

promoting false solutions, such as the adoption of Assembly Bill A2591A, which we urge you to 

veto. 

Thank you for your leadership on climate change issues in New York. We share your 

commitment to reducing greenhouse gas pollution and our respective organizations are working 

every day to address the climate crisis. If we thought this bill was an effective way to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions, we would support it. But, it’s not, therefore, we urge you to veto it. 

New York has two cement plants, the Lafarge cement plant in Ravena which is located across 

the street from a large public school and very close to the Hudson River. And Lehigh Cement 

which is located in Glens Falls. 

Although Assembly Bill A2591A is masquerading as a climate change mitigation policy, signing 

this bill may actually hasten the climate crisis. 

This bill promotes “Low Embodied Carbon Concrete” which is akin to the myth of “Clean 

Coal.” Although the bill does not define “Low Embodied Carbon Concrete,” we know that the 

cement industry is actively promoting two ways to reduce its carbon emissions.   

First, the cement industry burns waste as a substitute for coal, calling the waste an “alternative 

fuel.” A recent special report by Reuters titled “Trash and Burn, Big Brands Stoke Cement Kilns 

with Plastic Waste as Recycling Falters” published on October 28, 2021, provides new details on 

how consumer goods companies are funding projects to send plastics to be burned at cement 

kilns as a form of cheap energy.  The Reuters article identified nine corporate collaborations 

launched over the last two years between consumer goods companies and cement makers to burn 

plastic packaging. Burning plastics releases harmful pollutants such as dioxins and furans. 

According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, “there is no significant climate benefit 

to be gained from substituting plastic for coal, and that burning this waste in cement kilns can 

create harmful air pollution that must be monitored.” 

Lafarge has attempted to burn solid waste in the past. Most recently, we were grateful to the 

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation for denying Lafarge’s request to burn 1 million 

discarded tires each year right across from a school. 

Second, the cement industry is promoting carbon capture and sequestration. This is an expensive 

and unproven technology that perpetuates the burning of fossil fuels. Furthermore, despite 

investing massive amounts of public funding to try to make it work, it has so far failed. 

https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/environment-plastic-cement/
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/environment-plastic-cement/


This bill requires the establishment of an industry-dominated advisory committee to assist the 

Office of General Services with developing standards for the undefined “Low Embodied Carbon 

Concrete.” The Office of General Services (OGS) would be required to consider bid incentives. 

Remarkably, OGS  is required to expedite product evaluation protocols for these products. It is 

not clear why this needs to be expedited and, in general, rushing a product evaluation process 

does not seem like a responsible policy. 

The cement industry is the source of 7% of the world’s carbon dioxide emissions.  Burning 

plastics and other waste, and relying on carbon capture is not going to solve this problem. 

We urge you to please veto this bill and do the following: 

 Direct the OGS and the Department of Environmental Conservation to promote the use of 

ground glass pozzolans as low carbon substitutes in concrete. This will also improve the 

market for recycled glass in our state. 

 Urge Lafarge and Lehigh to improve the efficiency of their operations, thereby reducing 

the burning of coal (and greenhouse gas emissions) in our state.  

 Ban the burning of plastics in cement kilns. 

 Direct the Department of Environmental Conservation to strictly enforce the existing 

single-use plastic bag ban and the forthcoming polystyrene ban which will take effect on 

January 1, 2022. Reducing the use of plastic rather than burning it at cement kilns is a 

much better policy to both protect our health and also slow climate change. 

 Install air monitors at the Ravena Coeymans Selkirk School, across the street from the 

Lafarge plant. 

 Direct the Department of Environmental Conservation to do more air monitoring at the 

Lafarge and Lehigh plants to protect the health of not only the affected communities but 

also the workers at these plants. 

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns and suggestions   

Sincerely,  

Judith Enck, President, Beyond Plastics  

Laura Bierman, Executive Director, League of Women Voters of NYS Albany, NY 

John Hocevar, Oceans Campaign Director, Greenpeace USA, Washington, DC 

Jonathan Westin, Executive Director, New York Communities for Change, New York, NY 

Eric Weltman, Senior Organizer, Food & Water Watch, Brooklyn, NY 

Blair Horner, Executive Director, NY Public Interest Research Group, Albany, NY 

Jen Fela, VP, Programs & Communications, Plastic Pollution Coalition, Washington, DC 

Matt Gove, Mid-Atlantic Policy Manager, Surfrider Foundation, Brooklyn, NY 



Denise Patel, U.S. &Canada Regional Director, GAIA, New York, NY 

Paul Connett, Director of the American Environmental Health Studies Project, Work on Waste 

USA, Binghamton, NY 

Brien Weiner, President, South Shore Audubon Society, Freeport, NY 

Teresa Kotturan, Sisters of Charity Federation, New York, NY 

Joan Agro, Congregational Secretary, Sisters of St. Dominic, Blauvelt, NY 

Miriam Gordon, Policy Director, Upstream, Damariscotta, ME 

Cassia Patel, Program Director, Oceanic Global Foundation, New York, NY 

Andrea Flink, Director, IndivisibleWeStand UWS, New York, NY 

Barbara Wood,s Co-Lead Environmental Justice Team, Fourth Universalist Society, New York, 

NY 

Rebecca Meier, Co-founder, Community Advocates for a Sustainable Environment, Canaan, NY 

Katherine Bini, Board Member, Metro N.Y. Catholic Climate Movement, New York, NY 

Dorothy Reilly, Co-Founder, Carbon CREW Project, Water Mill, NY 

Catherine Cavanaugh, Steering Committee member, Women Against War, Albany, NY 

Chester Opalka, President, Opalka Family Investments, Averill Park, NY 

Guy Jacob, Conservation Chair, Nassau Hiking & Outdoor Club, Elmont, NY 

Barbara Heinzen, Steering Group member, Clean Air Coalition of Greater Ravena-Coeymans, 

Coeymans, NY 

Lynne Jackson, Save the Pine Bush, Albany, NY 

Deyva Arthur, Director, Schreier Family Foundation, Troy, NY 

Doug Bullock, 1st Vice President, Albany County Central Federation of Labor, Albany, NY 

Doug Couchon, President, People for a Healthy Environment, Elmira, NY 

Dorian Fulvio, 350NYC, New York, NY 

Debby Lee Cohen, Executive Director/Founder, Cafeteria Culture, New York, NY 



Elisa Evett, Co-chair, Mothers Out Front-Tompkins, Brooktondate, NY 

Mark Dunlea, Chair, Green Education and Legal Fund, Poestenkill, NY 

Patti Wood, Executive Director, Grassroots Environmental Education, Port Washington, NY 

Ellen Neumaier, President, Aurorans for Climate and Environmental Sense, East Aurora, NY 

Emily Puthoff, Director, Hudson Valley Bee Habitat, Kingston, NY 

Kelly Andreuzzi, Environmental Action Coalition, Garden City, NY 

Eve Fox, Chair, Zero Waste Committee, Woodstock Farm Festival, Woodstock, NY 

Peter Bauer, Executive Director, Protect the Adirondacks, North Creek, NY 

Diana Wright, Owner, Foodscraps360, Albany, NY 

George Povall, Executive Director, All Our Energy, Point Lookout, NY 

Gerri Wiley, Facilitator, RAFT (Residents Allied for the Future of Tioga), Owego, NY 

Alexis Goldsmith, Communications Lead, Lights Out Norlite, Troy, NY 

Peter Hudiburg, Founder, Plymouth Friends for Clean Water, South Plymouth, NY 

Jackie Nuñez, Founder, The Last Plastic Straw, Santa Cruz, CA 

Jack Kanack, President, Weather Medic Inc, North Tonawanda, NY 

Irene Weiser, Coordinator, Fossil Free Tompkins, Ithaca, NY 

Sharon Waskow, Co Leader and founder, Its Easy Being Green, New York, NY 

Jane Foxen, Owner, Organize with Jane, New York, NY 

James Travers, Treasurer, Citizens' Environmental Coalition Ravena, NY 

Jerry Rivers, Environmental Scientist, North American Climate, Conservation and Environment, 

Roosevelt, NY 

Jean Curlee, Climate Smart Task Force, Pleasant Valley, NY  

Janice Joyce, Coordinator, Watervliet Huddle, Troy, NY 

John Keevert, Environmental Justice Ministry of First Unitarian, Rochester, NY 



Joseph Pepe, Climate Leader, Climate Reality Project, East Jewett, NY 

Kevin Cawley, Executive Director, Thomas Berry Forum for Ecological Dialogue at Iona 

College, New Rochelle, NY 

Krae Van Sickle, Co-founder, Drawdown East End, East Hampton, NY 

Kristen Van Hooreweghe, Director of Collaborative Action, Climate Solutions Accelerator, 

Rochester, NY 

Lisa Adamson, Partner, North Country Earth Action, Lake George, NY 

Lena Tabori, CEO, Climate Change Resources, New York, NY 

Christine Campbell, ItsEasyBeingGreen.org, New York, NY 

Mary Makofske, Member/Action Coordinator, Sustainable Warwick, Warwick, NY 

Marta Siberio, Principal, Marta Siberio Consulting Inc, Upper Nyack, NY 

Maura Stephens, Co-founder, Coalition to Protect New York, Spencer, NY 

Mary Finneran, Co-founder, FrackBustersNY, Cairo, NY 

Joseph Campbell, President, Gas Free Seneca, Watkins Glen, NY 

Joseph Naham, Chairperson, Green Party of Nassau County, Long Beach, NY 

Ginger Storey-Welch, local leader, North Country 350 Alliance, Colton, NY 

Natalie Polvere, Co-chair, Environment Committee, NYCD16 Indivisible, Yonkers, NY 

Diana Wright, Secretary-Treasurer, PAUSE - People of Albany United for Safe Energy, Albany, 

NY 

Steve Pierce, Executive Director, Media Alliance Inc., Troy, NY 

Patti Wood, Executive Director, Grassroots Environmental Education, Port Washington, NY 

Robert Connors, Co-founder, Stop NY Fracked Gas Pipeline, Canaan, NY 

Matthew Miller, President, Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk Teachers Association, Ravena, NY 

Richard Witt, Executive Director, Rural & Migrant Ministry, Cornwall On Hudson, NY 



Charley Bowman, Chair, Environmental Justice Taskforce of the WNY Peace Center, Buffalo, 

NY 

Ruth Foster, Director, NY Climate Advocacy Project, East Greenbush, NY 

Mazeda Uddin, CEO and Founder, South Asian Fund for Education, Scholarship and Training, 

Inc (SAFEST), Jamaica, NY 

Sam Pearse, Lead Campaigner, The Story of Stuff Project, Berkeley, CA 

Carol Przybylak, Executive Committee Member at Large, Green Party of New York, Sloan, NY 

Ann Finneran, NY Water Action, Hurleyville, NY 

Yvonne Taylor President, Seneca Lake Guardian, A Waterkeeper Alliance Affiliate, Watkins 

Glen, NY 

Mary Smith, Communications Director, Church Women United in New York State, Rochester, 

NY 

Daniel Spilman, Treasurer, UNCAGED, Albany, NY 

Susan Hughes-Smith, Partner, Roctricity, Rochester, NY 

Susan Van Dolsen, Cofounder, Stop the Algonquin Pipeline Expansion, Rye, NY 

Kathleen Sweeney, Organizer, Don't Trash the Catskills, New York, NY 

Paul Tick Editor, News from the Neighborhood, Bethlehem, NY 

Tina Lieberman, Co-Founder, Zero Waste Capital District, Albany, NY 

Tracy Frisch, Convener, Zero Waste Warren County, Glens Falls, NY 

Wes Ernsberger, Chair, UU Congregation of Binghamton, Green Sanctuary, Owego, NY 

Nada Khader, Director, WESPAC Foundation, Inc., White Plains, NY 

William Reinhardt, Director, Solarize Albany, Slingerlands, NY 

Memo Salazar, Co-Chair, Western Queens Community Land Trust, New York, NY 

Elizabeth Broad, Campaign Director, New Yorkers for Clean Power, Kingston, NY 


